V~A  S«t< . 


TICKHILL 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

-  '  v;. 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  year  ending  51st  December  1919. 


T.  A.  CALEY,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Hmtcfcjatei*. 

Herbert  C.  Hill,  Limited,  Printers,  Silver  Street. 


Tickhill  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
Year  Ending  31st  December  J919. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  you  with  my  eighth  annual  report  on 
the  health  and  sanitation  of  your  district. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  ol  the  District. 
POPULATION. 

At  the  time  of  the  1911  census  the  population  was  1,806. 
The  Registrar  General  estimates  that  at  the  present  time  tne 
population  may  be  taken  as  2,240  for  purposes  of  the  Birth  Rate, 
and  2,150  for  calculating  the  Death  Rate. 

The  difference  in  the  estimates  is  to  allow  for  the  continued 
absence  on  active  service  of  some  of  the  male  population. 

The  next  census  will  take  place  in  1921,  when  I  have  no 
doubt  the  estimates  submitted  will  be  fully  borne  out. 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES,  Etc  ,  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  district  is  undulating  in  character,  and  the  soil  is  rich 
and  productive.  Originally  entirely  given  up  to  agriculture,  it  is 
now  undergoing  a  rapid  change  owing  to  the  developement  of  coal 
pits  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  at  present  no  pit  has 
been  sunk  or  is  anticipated  within  your  area.  Quite  one  half  of 
the  male  population  is  working  at  the  coal  mines  mentioned,  in 
one  capacity  or  another.  Agriculture  is  still  the  principal  industry 
of  your  district,  and  employs  a  considerable  amount  of  labour, 
both  male  and  female. 

There  is  abundant  occupation  for  all  kinds  of  workers,  and 
wages  are  high,  and  poverty  is  almost  unknown.  The  amount  of 
poor  law  relief  required  is  very. small. 

Being  more  or  less  isolated  for  want  of  a  suitable  train  service 
etc.,  the  people  miss  the  beneficial  effects  of  good  class  amuse¬ 
ments,  but  every  effort  possible  has  been  made  by  private 
enterprise  to  provide  cricket,  football,  dancing,  and  other 
relaxations  for  the  people. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  remind  you  that  suitable  amusements 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  in  maintaining  the  health  of  the 
people. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  in  the  District : — 

Number  Registered  during  1919  : — Males  29 

Females  21 

Total  50 

There  was  one  illegitimate  birth. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  persons  per  annum  ...  22.32 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  18.5 

Natural  increase  in  the  population  ...  ...  ...  31 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Males  ...  ...  ...  8 

Females  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  ...  19 
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Number  of  deaths  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age  ...  8 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  under  1  year  of  age  ...  2 

Average  age  at  death  : — Males,  56  ;  Females,  46, 

Death  Rate  per  1000  living  persons  per  annum  ...  ...  8.83 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  13.8 

,,  ,,  per  1000  births,  of  infants  under  1  year  ...  40 

,,  ,,  per  1000  births,  of  infants  under  1  year, 

England  and  Wales  89 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  living  persons  from  Influenza  ...  2.3 

,,  ,,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .4 

,,  ,,  Other  Respiratory 

Diseases  1.3 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ..  ...  3 

Sanitary  Circumstances  oi  the  District. 
WATER. 

This  is  obtained  from  private  shallow  wells,  but  there  is  one 
public  well  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  is  sunk  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  depth. 

The  water  is  very  hard,  and  unsuitable  for  many  domestic 
purpose,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  shallow  well  are 
polluted  with  surface  water.  A  “laid  on  ”  water  supply  is  one 
of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  your  district. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

No  extensions  or  improvements  have  taken  place  during  the 
last  year,  although  some  are  urgently  needed.  Parts  of  the  town 
are  entirely  without  any  drainage  at  all  beyond  open  ditches, 
which  stink  in  hot  weather. 
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The  drainage  system  as  far  as  it  goes  has  given  very  little 
trouble,  and  the  outfall  works  are  fairly  satisfactory.  Extensions 
of  the  mains,  and  replacement  of  parts  of  the  present  ones,  are 
matters  which  require  your  immedate  attention. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

There  are  almost  464  privies  in  the  district,  most  of  them 
have  covered  ashpits,  but  there  are  still  a  considerable  number 
with  open  ashpits.  These  should  be  covered  in,  but  in  most  of 
them,  entire  reconstruction  is  necessary.  In  Mangham  Lane  and 
Bradley  Square  districts  the  number  of  privies  is  unsufficient  for 
the  houses  to  be  served.  In  many  places,  the  privies  are  placed 
too  near  the  houses,  and  in  such  inaccesscible  positions  as  to 
make  the  cleansing  of  them  a  matter  of  great  difficulty. 

There  are  about  27  water  closets  in  the  district,  all  attached 
to  larger  house  property,  none  to  working  class  houses. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  a  contractor,  as  has  been 
the  case  for  the  last  six  years. 

On  the  whole,  the  work  done  has  been  fairly  satisfactory, 
and  we  have  had  comparatively  few  complaints. 

The  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  as  in  former  years.  The 
work  might  be  made  much  easier,  and  carried  out  more 
thoroughly  if  the  people  would  take  a  more  intelligent  interest  in 
the  matter.  I  would  remind  them  that  the  ashpits  are  not  the 
place  to  put  empty  tins,  broken  pram  wheels  etc.  These,  if  put 
on  one  side  will  be  collected  by  the  “  bell  cart  ”  once  a  month. 
Also  I  again  ask  that  the  householder  refrain  from  throwing  slop 
water  into  the  ashpits.  It  should  be  poured  down  the  drains. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  has  been  satisfactory, 
but  they  would  be  greatly  improved  if  water  closets  could  be 
installed  instead  of  the  present  bucket  system.  The  schools  were 
closed  for  a  short  period  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  for  Influenza. 
Beyond  this,  the  health  of  the  children  has  been  good,  and  the 
attendances  satisfactory. 
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LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  one  lodging  house  in  your  district  has  been  inspected 
on  three  occasions,  and  found  perfectly  satisfactory. 

FOOD. 

MILK. 

I  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  you  have  very  little 
control  over  the  milk  supply,  as  none  of  the  cow  sheds  are 
registered,  and  we  have  no  system  of  vetinary  inspection  of  dairy 
cows.  I  have  not  had  any  complaint  as  to  the  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  milk  sold. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected,  and  found  satisfactory. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  came  under  my 


notice  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Gough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  Several. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  Epidemic. 


The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  nursed  at  home,  as  there  was 

1 

every  convenience  for  isolation  etc. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  in  the  district  between  27th  February 
and  10th  March.  I  advised  the  closure  of  the  schools,  and  the 
suspension,  so  far  as  possible,  of  all  public  meetings  etc.  There 
were  six  deaths  directly  due  to  the  disease.  The  epidemic  was 
characterised  by  the  prevalence  of  broncho-pneumonia,  and  the 
long  period  of  convalescence  necessary,  even  in  mild  cases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  of  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  reported,  died, 
the  third  is  of  a  much  more  chronic  type,  and  is  at  present  in  a 
quiescent  condition. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  matter  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council.  . 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  during  the  year,  a  Nursing  Association 
has  been  formed  in  the  district,  under  the  patronage  of  the  County 
Council,  and  it  has  also  received  your  approval  and  support. 

The  scheme  has  proved  an  immediate  success,  and  much 
valuable  work  has  been  done  by  the  nurse,  whose  services  have 
been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants,  and  not  less  so  by 
myself. 

Besides  doing  maternity  and  ordinary  district  nursing,  the 
nurse  acts  as  school  nurse,  and  health  visitor,  and  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  duties  gives  her  every  opportunity  of  assisting  in  the  effort 
to  improve  the  general  well-being  of  the  people,  an  object  of  such 
great  importance  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  was  only  one  illegitimate 
birth  during  the  year,  out  of  a  total  of  50  children  born. 

Only  two  children  died  under  the^age  of  one  year,  which  gives 
an  infantile  death  rate  of  40  per  1000  births. 

No  case  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  was  reported  during  the 
year,  nor  was  there  any  case  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

All  the  necessary  detail  work  has  been  carried  on  as  in 
previous  years,  by  myself  and  the  sanitary  inspector. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  accomo-' 
dation  reserved  for  us  at  the  Conisbro’  Isolation  Hospital,  during 
1919. 

I  have  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for 
their  assistance  in  many  matters,  and  particularly  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  sent  to  them. 
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HOUSING. 

There  are  510  habitable  houses  in  your  district,  and  they  are 
all  occupied.  There  are  several  unoccupied  houses,  but  they  are 
unfit  for  habitation.  About  450  houses  are  occupied  by  the 
working  classes.  The  demand  for  this  class  of  house  is  far  beyond 
the  supply,  and  there  is  considerable  overcrowding,  two  families 
frequently  living  in  a  cottage  only  just  large  enough  for  a  newly 
married  couple.  Taking  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population,  we  find  there  is  an  average  of  4.2  persons  in  each 
house,  but  this  gives  no  idea  of  the  crowding  in  certain  places, 
which  it  is  impossible  to  deal  with,  as  there  is  no  where  for  the 
people  to  go. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  none 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

There  is  a  very  urgent  need  for  cottage  houses  in  your 
district,  and  the  small  scheme  you  have  had  in  hand  for  the  past 
twelve  months  will  not  by  any  means  meet  the  requirements. 

The  general  condition  of  the  working  class  houses  in  your 
district  is  bad.  They  are  damp,  badly  lighted,  badly  designed, 
and  excessively  inconvenient  in  neary  every  way.  Many  of  the 
yards  are  rough  and  ill-paved,  and  the  buildings  as  a  whole  are 
in  a  bad  state  of  repair.  Although  the  condition  stated  is  not 
sufficiently  bad  to  cause  the  houses  to  be  condemned,  still  they 
are  a  great  menace  to  the  health  of  the  occupants,  most  of  whom 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  better  accomodation  were  it  available. 

In  a  previous  part  of  my  report,  I  have  called  your  attention 
to  the  defects  of  the  water  supply,  and  sanitary  conveniences  of 
many  of  the  working  class  houses. 

I  have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  A.  CALEY, 

m.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  Eng., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Presented  4th  May,  1920. 


